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The National Willows Research Forum was held on 26-27 February 2007 in
Canberra. The National Willows Taskforce considered the Research Forum to
be a highly successful event that was beneficial to all who attended.

Aim:

The Forum aimed to provide an opportunity for researchers and willow

practitioners to:

- learn about past and current research on willows in Australia and the
implications of this research for on-ground management of willows

- network with researchers working on willows across Australia

- contribute to the development of national research priorities for willows
and

- identify opportunities for collaboration on research projects.

Process:

The Forum program included a field trip, forum dinner, presentations by
invited speakers and a workshop session to develop national research
priorities for willows. Each participant received a National Willows Program
Resource Kit, which included a copy of the Forum Proceedings, an evaluation
form and other willow-related resources. All of these resources are available
for download at www.weeds.org.au/WoNS/Willows.

Outcomes:

One of the key outcomes of the Forum was the development of priority

research gaps needing to be addressed for willows and project concepts for

each of these gaps. The top 5 research themes identified and developed

were:

1. Long term monitoring and evaluation of willow management in
rehabilitation areas;

2. Further research on the water use of willows compared to other
vegetation;

3. Study on community attitudes to willows and how to address them;

4. An analysis of the ecological impacts of willows, based on a synthesis of
available pre and post willow removal monitoring data;

5. The biological management of willows.

Since the Research Forum, there has been some progress made on
developing research projects for each of these research gaps.

Of the original aims of the Forum (above), the first three were very clearly
met, as the things participants said they found most useful about the Forum
overall were hearing an overview of willows research and activities,
networking, prioritising research gaps and the format and running of the
Forum. The fourth Forum aim is more long term and needs to be measured
over time, but initial feedback indicates that the Forum will result in increased
collaboration on research projects, with one such collaboration already under
development.



Future recommendations:

There was overwhelming support from participants for the National Willows
Taskforce to hold another research forum in future. It is proposed that a
second National Research Forum be conducted in winter 2008, approximately
18 months following this Forum.

Key recommendations for future research forums are:

* Invite a broad audience to attend the next forum, as a way of effectively
communicating research to those who need to know it.

* Organise a field trip in conjunction with the forum that includes a diverse
range of sites, topics and speakers and sites where willows have been
removed and/or treated.

* Adopt a similar program format to this Forum, providing opportunities for
people to hear an overview of willows research and activities, network and
discuss and prioritise research gaps. Possibly include more discussion on
communications and a report on progress of the ideas/directions
developed at this forum.

» Evaluate to what extent participants who attended this forum used the
information they gained in future planning and direction and to
communicate to others.

Photo (left) Field trip
presenters Tara Hopley
' and Andrew Young

~ (CSIRO Plant Industry;

. left) speak to Forum
organisers Sarah Holland
Clift and Eligio Bruzzese
(National Willows
Taskforce) about willow
genetics.

Photo (right): Participants inspect
willow seedlings being grown at the
National Botanic Gardens as part
of a study being conducted by
CSIRO Plant Industry on the
breeding systems and population
genetics structure of invasive
willows.
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(top left) Val Wiseman speaks about
the introduction and invasion of
willows in the ACT;

(middle left) Valerie Caron and Zoe
Wood identify hybrid willows at Aspen
Island, Lake Burley Griffin, Canberra;

(bottom left) Tom Nilsen (UMCCC)
speaks about the Upper
Murrumbidgee Willow Management
Strategy.

(below) Forum Chairs Drew English
and Eligio Bruzzese with field trip
presenters Dr Fiona Ede (willow
sawfly) and Stefanie Straub (ACT
Government) at the ski landing along
Molonglo River;
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* (left) Lynton Bond pulls a willow
seedling at Queanbeyan River
Bridge, Morisset St, Queanbeyan.

* (below) Jeffrey Cottrell (Willow
Warriors Inc.) demonstrates the
long stem native tubestock
planting technique, using stream
jetting.



